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After his father died, James L. Nolan, Jr., tfook possession of a box of private family materials. To his
surprise, the small secret archive contained a treasure trove of information about his grandfather’s
role as a doctorin the Manhattan Project. Dr. Nolan, it turned out, had been a significant figure. A
talented ob-gynradiologist, he cared for the scientists on the project, organized safety and
evacuation plans for the Trinity test at Aamogordo, escorted the “Little Boy"” bomb from Los Alamos
to the Pacific Islands, and was one of the first Americans to enter the iradiated ruins of Hiroshima and
Nagasakiin September 1945.

Participation on the project challenged Dr. Nolan's instincts as a healer. He and his medical
colleagues were often conflicted, torn between their duty and desire to win the war and their oaths
to protect life. Called upon both to guard against the harmful effects of radiation and to downplay
its hazards, doctors struggled with the ethics of ending the deadliest of all wars using the most lethal
of allweapons. Theirwork became a very human drama of ideals, co-optation, and complicity.

Co-presented with Historical Collections, Claude Moore Health Sciences Library and by the Institute for
Advanced Studies in Culture at UVA (https://iasculture.org/)
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Professor Nolan’s teaching and research interests fall within the general areas of law and
society, culture, tfechnology and social change, and historical comparativ e sociology. His
most recent book, Atomic Doctors: Conscience and Complicity at the Dawn of the Nuclear
Age, was published with Harv ard University Press in 2020. His previous books include What
They Saw in America: Alexis de Tocqueville, Max Weber, G.K. Chesterton, and Sayyid

Qutb (2016); Legal Accents, Legal Borrowing: The International Problem-Solving Court
Movement (2009); Reinventing Justice: The American Drug Court Movement (2001); and The
Therapettic State: Justifying Government at Century’s End (1998). He is the recipient of
several grants and aw ards including National Endow ment for the Humanities fellow ships and
a Fulbright scholarship. He has held visiting fellow ships at Oxford Univ ersity, Loughborough
Univ ersity, and the Univ ersity of Notre Dame.

Medical Center Hour is free of charge and open to the public. For more information, see
Center for Health Humanities and Ethics: https://med.virginia.edu/biomedical-
ethics/medical-center-hour/

Watch Medical Center Hour recordings at hitps://www.youtube.com/user/UVAMCH

Prof. Nolan have declared no personal/professional relationships with commercial entities producing healthcare goods and/or services
related to this presentation. Medical Center Hour planning group membersM.D. Childress PhD; R.J. Bonnie LLB; R. Carpenter DrNP; J.F.
Childress PhD; M .F. M arshall PhD; J. Mutter MD M A; K. Reid PhD RN FNP-C CNL; L. Shepherd JD have no personal/professional relationships
with commercial entities producing healthcare goods and/or services, w hile R. Dilingham M D M PHreports interests with Gilead and Warm
Health Technology Inc. UVA Office of Continuing M edical Education faculty and staff have no personal/professional financial relationships
with commercial entities producing healthcare goods and/or services.

How to Claim Continuing Education (CE) Credit for Medical Center Hour: Using the Gooale Chrome or Firefox lbrowser on a
phone, tablet, or computer, go to https://cmetracker.net/UVA and log into your CE account with your email and password.
Choose ‘CE Certificate-Ev al for Credit.' enter Activity Code 141899 then complete and submit vour ev aluation.You hav e 30
days from this proaram date (20 October 2021) to ev aluate and obtain credit for this program. This is the only way you can
receiv e credit for this Medical Center Hour.

< In support ofimproving patient care, the University of Virginia (UAV) School of M edicine/School of Nursing is jointly accredited by the
Accreditation Council for Continuing M edical Education (ACCME), the Accreditation Council for Pharmacy Education (ACPE), and the
American Nurses Credentialing Center (ANCC), to provide continuing education for the healthcare team. UVASchool of Medicine/School
of Nursing designatesthis live activity fora maximum of 1 AMA PRA Category 1 Credit.™ Physicians should claim only the credit commensurate
with the extent of their partficipation in the activity. UVA School of M edicine /School of Nursing aw ards 1 contact hour for nurses w ho
participate in this educational activity and complete the post-activity evaluation. UVA School of M edicine/School of Nursing aw ards 1 hour
of participation (consistent with the designated number of AMA PRA Category 1 Credit™ or ANCC contact hours) to a participantwho
successfully completes this educational activity. UVA School of Medicine /School of Nursing maintains a record of participation for six years.
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