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THE EDWARD W. HOOK MEMORIAL LECTURE IN MEDICINE AND THE ARTS 
WHAT’S ART GOT TO DO WITH IT?  

MEDICAL EDUCATION IN THE MUSEUM 
 

Ray Williams M.A., Ed.M. 
Director of Art Education and Academic Affairs, Blanton Museum of Art 

University of Texas-Austin 
 

With the encouragement of the Association of American Medical Colleges (AAMC), medical schools around 
the country are building relationships with their local art museums. Museum educator Ray Williams has worked 
for more than a decade with medical students, residents, and clinicians at both Harvard and the University of 
Texas-Austin. In this talk, Williams will use stunning images and incisive teaching stories to make the case for 
the art museum as a site for developing clinical skills, furthering narrative competence, improving 
interprofessional teamwork, and cultivating in health professionals a sense of purpose and wellbeing.  

This Hook Lecture is co-sponsored by the Center for Health Humanities and Ethics in the School of Medicine and UVA’s Fralin 
Museum of Art, which jointly offer Clinician’s Eye workshops and other museum-based programs for health professionals 
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Ray Williams earned an M.A. in art history from the University of North Carolina-Chapel Hill and an Ed.M. from the 
Harvard Graduate School of Education. In 2023, he completed an online graduate certificate in Narrative-Based Medicine 
through the Temerty School of Medicine at the University of Toronto. He recently finished a graduate certificate program 
in Animals in Human Health through the University of Denver. 
  Currently director of education and academic affairs at the University of Texas's Blanton Museum of Art, 
Williams has held similar leadership positions at the Harvard Art Museums, the RISD Museum of Art, and the 
Smithsonian's Freer and Sackler Galleries. In each of these roles he has served on executive, exhibition, and acquisition 
committees and led interpretive efforts and public programming. 
  Since 2008, Williams has designed and facilitated museum-based workshops for more than 500 groups of medical 
students and practicing health professionals. This work has focused on improving team dynamics for interprofessional 
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groups; supporting hospice workers and chaplains in dealing with grief and loss; and promoting culturally responsive 
practices. In 2023, together with coauthors Ruth Slavin and Corinne Zimmerman, he published Activating the Art 
Museum: Designing Experiences for the Health Professions. 
  Williams currently serves as faculty for the Harvard-Macy Fellowship on Art Museum-Based Health Professions 
Education, and he recently completed his work with the Association of American Medical College's committee on 
integrating the arts and humanities in medical education.  Each year, he welcomes all first-year medical students from 
UT’s Dell Medical School to the Blanton Museum of Art for workshops on observation skills, empathy and 
compassionate communication, and self-care. 
 
Course Description: This series will address High-Level trends and expectations in accreditation in graduate medical education 
in internal medicine. It will discuss Gaps in care reflected in medical center quality data, priorities, and outcomes as well as trends 
and changes in patientcare practice seen at UVA. Finally, we will cover topics from the clinical practice of Endocrinology, 
Nephrology and General Medicine that require additional representation due to the prevalence of education in other conferences on 
other specialty areas in Internal Medicine. 
 
Target Audience: Physicians, Nurses, UVA Faculty, Staff, and Students, Arts Professionals 
Desired Outcomes:   
• Incorporate new guidelines, techniques, and recent research into clinical practice based on the concepts shared in this series. 
• Discuss current clinical cases in the context of evidence-based medicine to identify appropriate screenings and treatments for 

patients. 
• Improve healthcare outcomes by regularly and frequently engaging the healthcare team in up-to-date and evidence-based 

education. 
• Promote the maintenance, improvement, and broadening of knowledge and skills throughout your professional life through 

attendance at this regularly scheduled series. 
• Incorporate systems-based and practice-based processes to improve patient safety and quality in healthcare. 
• Communicate effectively with clinical colleagues by incorporating interprofessional discussion techniques and patient-centered 

strategies, as appropriate. 
• Analyze published outcome results and apply to current cases to inform the appropriate treatment of patients and practice of 

medicine. 
 
Learning objectives 
Participants will expand their understanding of how experiences with art in museum settings can contribute to medical education 
and training. This understanding will enhance their ability to develop curriculum-based experiences in partnership with museum 
staff and medical educators. 

Accreditation & Designation Statements:  

 

UVA Health Continuing Education designates this live activity for a maximum of 1 AMA PRA Category 1 Credits.TM   Healthcare 
Professionals should claim only the credit commensurate with the extent of their participation in the activity. 
 
There will be no Nurse ANCC credit, but Hours of Participation (HoP) can be claimed. 
 
UVA Health Continuing Education awards 1 hour of participation (consistent with the designated number of AMA PRA Category 1 
Credit(s)TM or ANCC contact hours) to a participant who successfully completes this educational activity.   
UVA Health Continuing Education maintains a record of participation for six (6) years. 
 
Full Disclosure Policy Affecting CME Activities: As a joint accredited provider, UVA Health Continuing Education requires attested and signed 
global disclosure of the existence of all financial interests or relationships with commercial interest from any individual in a position to control the 
content of a CME activity sponsored by UVACE.  
Disclosure Summary: 
No one in a position to control the content of this educational activity has disclosed a relevant financial interest or relationship with any 
commercial interest 

 
For more information, see Center for Health Humanities and Ethics: 

 https://med.virginia.edu/biomedical-ethics/medical-center-hour/ 
 

In support of improving patient care, UVA Health Continuing Education is jointly accredited by the Accreditation 
Council for Continuing Medical Education (ACCME), the Accreditation Council for Pharmacy Education (ACPE).  

https://med.virginia.edu/biomedical-ethics/medical-center-hour/


 

How to Claim Your CE Credit via Text 
How to Text to Claim Credit 
To enter credit, text the Activity ID code below to the indicated phone number each time you attend. 

Text To:  1 (855) 474-8287 
Activity Code: 30794 
This code will change for each session. 

• You will receive a text confirmation that your “attendance has been recorded” for the activity. 
• If you receive the message: “User not found in system,” text your email address to the same number and 

your cell phone will then be connected with your CE account. Then, re-text the code above to claim credit. 
• New to UVA CE? If you have never attended a UVA CE course, create a new account at CMEVillage.com, 

then follow the above instructions to claim credit.  

How long do I have to text for credit?  
You may claim credit via text 15 minutes prior and until 7 days after each session. 
If you are viewing this presentation as a pre-recorded video, you 
will not be able to claim credit. 
How can I claim credit without my phone? 
Sign in to your account at CMEVillage.com.   

§ UVA Employees: Log-in with UVA Computing ID and password.  
§ Non-Employees: Log-in with your Email and Password.   

• Don’t know your password? Select “Forgot Your Password.”   
• First Time attending a UVA CE Course? Select “Sign Up Now.” 

Need Assistance with CloudCME? 
Contact: uvace@uvahealth.org. We’re here to help! 

  Download the 
Mobile App 
Download the CloudCME 
app from the Apple or 
Google App store. 
Enter Organization Code: 
UVA 
Log into your account 
Select Claim Credit, then 
enter the Course Code. 

mailto:uvace@uvahealth.org

