
UVA Guatemala-Initiative 
 

Initial Participant Data Collection Form 
 

Hello!  We appreciate your interest in traveling to Guatemala as a participant in a UVA-
GI associated independently mentored research or service learning opportunity. To 
assist you we need to know something about you, your current level of language ability 
and your general knowledge of Guatemala. Please complete the form as thoroughly as 
you can and email to: jhm7q@virginia.edu, and lv9xs@virginia.edu.  
 
In addition, please attach your CV/resume. Your detailed completion of this form is an 
important first step; please consider careful completion of this form as a highest priority.  
 
Sincerely, 
 
James H. Moak, MD 
Associate Professor, Department of Emergency Medicine 
Interim Director, UVA-Guatemala Initiative  
jhm7q@virginia.edu  
 

 
Your Name:   
 
 
Contact Email / Home Address / Cell Phone where we may reach you: 
 
 
The names and cell numbers of TWO emergency contacts:  
 
 
Your current year in school and your program of study: 
 
 
The year you intend to participate in the SOA program. 
 
 
As this is a 6-8 week summer program, the months you’ll likely be in Guatemala will be 
between June-August. Exact dates will be agreed upon by your teammates and UVA-GI 
Leadership. Are you able to commit to 6-8 weeks? 
 
 
Do you foresee possible conflicts with being in Guatemala for 7-8 weeks for the 
program?    
 
 
Considerable time will be devoted to the planning and preparation necessary to make 
your trip a successful experience. Once you have decided to participate are you 
committed to give us as much notice in advance as possible if you are unable to 
participate? 
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Describe your current level of Spanish fluency and where/when/how you obtained your 
Spanish skills. Spanish fluency is important for working within Guatemala. 
 
 
Have you traveled to Guatemala or other developing countries before?  If so, please 
describe your trip and what you learned: 
 
 
What are goals you would hope to achieve in Guatemala? Note: If this is part of a 
course requirement, include course info. 
 
 
How do you anticipate your time in Guatemala being funded?  If you are being funded 
by a grant, scholarship or other academically-related program, please describe/attach 
additional info. 
 
 

What do you know of the people, culture and geography of Guatemala?  Describe your 
current knowledge of the country.  
 
 
Describe any recent reading you may have done recently regarding Central America 
and/or Guatemala.   
 
 

This experience involves orientation and preparation activities prior to your departure -
including completion of selected readings. These activities are very important in 
providing an optimal experience in a short time frame. Are you willing to fully engage in 
these activities?  Note: These activities are mandatory. 
 
 
Basic Spanish fluency is an important objective of working in Guatemala. Prior to your 
departure for Guatemala are you willing to devote time to improving your basic Spanish 
skills? How might you plan to do this? Note: fluency requirements vary according to 
your specific project. 
 
 
While in Guatemala, you will attend Spanish immersion school. Are you willing to focus 
on learning as much Spanish as possible? 
 
 
During your experience you will be working within an unfamiliar and somewhat 
completely different culture. American students often bring mistaken assumptions with 
them. Are you willing to participate as an open-minded and flexible student with the 
understanding that “cultural humility” is important to your success? 
 
 

Guatemala is a fascinating country. An important objective of this experience is to 
provide you the opportunity to learn about the people and culture of Guatemala as a 
participant in their lives. Are you willing to actively engage in learning about (and with!) 
the people of Guatemala in a respectful fashion?   
 
 



Guatemala does have areas of the country that are less safe than others. We expect 
you to avoid dangerous situations and use common sense. Will you abide by travel 
warnings and restrictions regarding your time in Guatemala? 
 
 
During your time in Guatemala you will be an ambassador for UVA and the United 
States. Are you willing to conduct yourself in an appropriate and respectful manner at all 
times? Do you have any additional comments or thoughts? If so, please discuss here:  
 
 
Thank you!   
 
Again, please return this form and your CV/resume to Dr. Moak at jhm7q@virginia.edu 
and Lucio Valencia-Flores at lv9xs@virginia.edu.  
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