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““
Our team is committed to creating a healthcare environment that respects, understands, and serves the 
unique needs of all individuals.  We embrace a multitude of perspectives, backgrounds, and experiences 
and believe that this fosters empathy and excellence in emergency care for our community.

Chair’s Corner

Spring has arrived in Charlottesville, and with it comes a re-
newed sense of energy and optimism across our department.  
This green leaves and flowers always bring a certain excite-
ment, the days grow longer, and it leads me to reflect on how 
much our team has accomplished together.  It is with great 
pride and gratitude that I share a few highlights from what 
has been a truly remarkable stretch for our department.

I am thrilled to see our incoming residency class, which I can 
say without hesitation is a talented and promising group.   The 
caliber, backgrounds, and genuine passion these individuals 
bring is a testament to the reputation our program has built 
and to the hard work of everyone who contributes to making 
UVA Emergency Medicine a destination for exceptional train-
ees.  This class is going to be something special, and I cannot 
wait for you to get to know them.  Our UVA medical students 
we mentored did well in the match and Emergency Medicine 
had a strong year.

A special thanks goes out to our hiring committee.  Recruit-

ing and selecting the right people, at every level, is among 
the  most consequential work we do, and the committee 
brought tremendous thoughtfulness, rigor, and dedication to 
the process this cycle.  Hiring sets culture and so the work is 
of extreme importance.  The successful hires we have made 
across the department reflect their efforts, and I am deeply 
grateful to each member of the hiring committee for the time 
and care they invested.

Finally, I want to offer my sincere appreciation to our clinical 
faculty, residents, advanced practice providers, and staff for 
the extraordinary work you have delivered through the winter 
and now spring months.  Patient volumes and census have 
been exceptionally high, and through it all you showed up, 
professionally, compassionately, and with remarkable resil-
ience.  The care you provided to our community during that 
demanding stretch is exactly why this department continues 
to earn the trust placed in us.  Thank you.

Andrew E. Muck, MD, MBA
Professor & Chair of Emergency Medicine
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ED Meets Rigorous National Stan-
dards to Earn GEDA Accreditation
Congratulations to UVA Health University Medical Center’s Emergency 
Department, which has been designated as Level III Geriatric Accred-
ited (GEDA) by the American College of Physicians (ACEP)!

In the words of our faculty members...

“I am extremely grateful for the support and collaboration across 
the hospital system for these efforts,” says M. Kathryn Mutter, MD, 
MPH, Director of Geriatric Care, UVA Health, and Associate Professor 
of Emergency Medicine, UVA School of Medicine. “We are excited 
about the work we have accomplished, as well as the initiatives under 
development. We are making meaningful improvements in the care of 
our older adults.”

“This designation recognizes that our team has met rigorous nation-
al standards in the care of older adults in the emergency setting,” 
says Andrew E. Muck, MD, MBA, Chair and Professor, Department of 
Emergency Medicine, UVA School of Medicine. “It reflects meaningful 
progress in how we approach geriatric care — from screening and 
protocols to interdisciplinary coordination and patient-centered 
practices. Importantly, this is not just a designation, it is a framework 
that aligns with broader institutional priorities, including the emerg-
ing Centers for Medicaid and Medicare Services (CMS) Age-Friendly 
Health System measures and domains of care.”

He adds: “I want to extend a sincere thank you to the entire team 
involved, and especially to Kathryn Mutter, Dina Hood, and Jesseca 
White — whose leadership, persistence, and expertise were instru-
mental in bringing this across the finish line. Their work not only 
helped us achieve this milestone, but is already contributing to 
broader institutional efforts in age-friendly care.”

“The Emergency Department is often the front door of the hospital 
for older adults, and how we care for them in those critical first hours 
matters enormously,” explains Sarah Wendel, MD, MBA, Medical 
Director, Emergency Department, UVA Health University Medical 
Center, and Assistant Professor of Emergency Medicine, UVA School 
of Medicine. “This accreditation reflects our commitment to ensuring 
this population’s experience is guided by their unique needs. As the 
demand for specialized geriatric emergency care continues to grow, it 
underscores the importance of continued investment in this area.”

 L-R: Drs. Mutter, Muck, & Wendel

In The Family
Do you have an exciting announce-
ment that you would like to share? 
Here is a perfect place to announce an 
engagement, wedding, adoption, 
or birth. We look forward to sharing 
your news!

Moataz Talaat
Born April 3, 2026

to Ola El Kebbi & Mohamed Talaat

Florence Noelle Agraz
Born April 19, 2026

to Jackson & Katie Agraz
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VACEP Annual Conference
February 20-22, 2026
Hot Springs, VA

CORD Academic Assembly
March 26-29, 2026
Orlando, FL

Two of our faculty were honored with awards by Virginia’s chap-
ter of the American College of Emergency Medicine (VACEP): Dr. 
Moira Smith received the Rising Star Award & Dr. William Brady 
received the Educator of the Year Award.

A quadruple Hoo, Dr. Smith joined the faculty in 2024. She has 
held leadership roles on the ACEP Scientific Assembly Planning 
Committee and Research Committee and has also been active 
at the state level. She serves as a core member of our informat-
ics team, both for the department and for the health system as 
a whole.

Dr. Brady, also a graduate of UVA, joined the faculty in 1994 af-
ter completing residencies in Internal Medicine and Emergency 
Medicine. Over his career, he has established a state, national, 
and international reputation as a premier educator and scholar.

We had a wonderful time reconnecting with alumni 
at recent conferences! See you at SAEM!

Meet Ups

Our faculty and residents regularly attend state, national, and international conferences. Colleagues and alumni can find them 
at various upcoming conferences -- including SAEM’s Annual Meeting in Atlanta, GA, the 46th Congress of EAPCCT in Vilnius, 
Lithuania, and the 25th ICEM in Hamburg, Germany. We have a large group heading to SAEM and hope to see you there!
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New Hires Spotlight
We are welcoming a plethora of new faculty, 
fellows, and residents this year as we continue 
to expand our department and the services 
we offer to our community. Please help us 
welcome them as they join our team.

General Faculty
Dr. Esther Good (Global Health, 7/1)
Dr. William Dalkin (Pediatric EM, 8/1)
Dr. Lauren Smaltz (Operations, 7/1)
Dr. Aaron Blackshaw (Operations, 9/1)
Dr. Colin Reinhart (Operations, 8/1)
Houston Claure, PhD (Research, 7/1)

Vice Chair of Education 
Dr. Daniel Kamenstein (coming 9/1)

Division Chief, EMS
Dr. Bryan Wilson (coming 8/1)

Incoming Fellows (Coming 7/1)
Dr. Nicholas McKean (EMS)
Dr. Max Rippe (Ultrasound)
Dr. Michael Carter (Informatics)
Dr. Yohan Sumathipala (Research)
Dr. Claire Seo (Toxicology)
Dr. Keith Hansz (Toxicology)

Incoming Residents (Coming 7/1)
See attached roster

Research Updates
Awards & Recognitions
•	 Moira Smith, MD, MPH: Received the 3Cavaliers Grant ($80,000), the 2026 AWAEM Innovations Funding Award ($1,000), and the VACEP 

Catherine Agustiady-Becker Rising Star Award. She has also been selected to be one of the Society of Bedside Medicine Scholars for 
2026-2027 ($40,000).

•	 Andrew Muck, MD, MBA: Received the Gun Violence Solutions Project 2026 Faculty Collaborative Grant ($65,000).
•	 R. Andrew Taylor, MD, MHS: Received the DAC Small Grant Resource Award ($10,000) and was selected for the 2026 NAM Emergency 

Leaders Forum.
•	 R. Andrew Taylor, MD, MHS: He is Co-Investigator for a NIH R01 with Dr. Reza Yaesoubi (PI, UCSF) through the Philip R. Lee Institute for 

Health Policy Studies and is a site PI on a DoD-funded grant that Dr. Shilpa Murthy (PI, VA Connecticut/Yale) received (UVA is a subcon-
tract site).

SAEM 2026 Abstract Acceptances
Twenty-one of our 25 submitted abstracts were accepted to the 2026 SAEM Annual Meeting. This is an 84% acceptance rate compared to a 
typical national rate of around 50% and is an outstanding result for our a department our size that reflects contributions from faculty, trainees, 
and research staff from across the section.

SAEM AI Hackathon, May 18th from 1:00-5:00pm
Our research data science team is participating in the first SAEM AI Hackathon at this year’s annual meeting. The team, registered as, “UVA-
EMED-RDS,” includes Farah Turkistani, Jonathon Swap, Rupesh Silwal, Dr. Thomas Hartka, and Dr. Yohan Sumathipala. Dr. Andrew Taylor is co-or-
ganizing the event and developing the synthetic ED dataset in collaboration with investigators from Mass General Brigham and Prisma Health.

National Leadership and Invited Talks
Dr. R. Andrew Taylor is chairing the 2026 SAEM AI Consensus Conference (May 21st) that is developing a 10-year research agenda for AI in 
emergency medicine. Multiple UVA EM faculty are participating in working groups, including Drs. Thomas Hartka, Matthew Trowbridge, Moira 
Smith, and Andrew Muck.

 A warm welcome to all 
of our incoming faculty, 
fellows, and residents!
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Alumni Spotlight

Ana Romero Vazquez, MD

“During my Aerospace Medicine Clerkship at NASA Johnson 
Space Center, I took part in an experiential learning opportu-
nity focused on the fundamentals of aerospace medicine and 
space physiology. I learned how human health and performance 
change across the phases of spaceflight and explored the work 
NASA has been doing since the start of human spaceflight to 
keep crews safe. The experience included hands-on simulations 
and insight into how medical operations fit into mission plan-
ning and engineering. The clerkship further sparked my interest 
in operational and aerospace medicine and its connection to 
emergency care.”

UPD Welcomes First Facility Dog 
for the UVA Medical Center

“Woody helps us in so many ways,” Col. Bryant Hall told 
NBC29. “Public safety is not just about enforcement. It’s 
about care, compassion, and connectivity. Woody helps us do 
all those things just by his mere presence.”

University of Virginia Police Department welcomed its newest K-9 in 
March. Woody, who is named after Gary Sherwood of the Heiser Foun-
dation, is trained to assist and relieve individuals experiencing stress 
through deep pressure therapy and other comforting, direct contact. 
He works closely with hospital and University staff and students, to 
provide stress relief, companionship, and community engagement for 
the police department.

Woody is under the care of Lieutenant Maeve O’Neill (left) and was 
sponsored by a generous donation from the Heiser Foundation.
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Be a Part of Our Story

For more than 20 years, generous community donations have fueled the 
impactful initiatives of UVA Emergency Medicine. Your support has played 
a vital role in advancing medical education, fostering groundbreaking 
research, and enhancing technological innovation. Thanks to contributions 
like yours, we’ve also expanded our international partnerships, allowing us 
to make a difference on a global scale.

Join us in continuing this important work and help us transform lives 
through exceptional emergency care.

Stay in the Loop
Please notify us of any changes to your phone 

number, mailing address, and/or email.

Follow on Instagram
@uva_em

Join Our Team: We are Hiring!
UVA Department of Emergency Medicine, led by Andrew E. Muck, 
MD, MBA, provides exceptional adult care, pediatric care, and ac-
tive air and ground transport programs. Our department is home to 
a thriving Emergency Medicine Residency and offers fellowships in 
Medical Toxicology, EMS, Cardiovascular Emergencies, Ultrasound, 
Research, Administration, Global Health, and Education.

As part of UVA Health medical center, the #1 hospital in Virgin-
ia and a Level 1 trauma center, we care for more than 75,000 
patients each year. Nestled at the foot of the Blue Ridge Mountains 
in Charlottesville, Virginia, we’re proud to be part of a community 
that combines natural beauty, rich history, and vibrant culture. It’s 
no wonder Charlottesville is consistently ranked among the best 
places to live in the United States.

Apply: https://jobs.virginia.edu/us/en/uva-faculty-positions
OPEN NOW: Medical Director, Observation Unit

Emergency Department - Spotlight

Dr. George Glass serves as Assistant Medical Director for our 
Emergency Department as well as the Medical Director for 
UVA Emergency Management. He was recently also named 
as the Medical Director for UVA Health University Medical 
Center’s Bed and Transfer Center.

Dr. Glass is a triple Hoo - completing his medical school 
training, emergency medicine residency, and research fellow-
ship with UVA.






