
IRB Decision Tree 
Should I submit to the medical IRB (HSR) or the social and behavioral IRB (SBS)? 

 
 
 

Does this protocol involve medically invasive 
procedures? 

NO! 
Does this protocol involve a drug, device or 

other FDA regulated product? 

NO! 
Does this protocol involve a review of UVA 

Health System records? 

NO! 
Does this protocol involve only specimens? 

NO! 
Does this protocol involve a patient population 

or a review of medical records or use of a 
public database? 

YES! 
Call and consult with an IRB 

to determine where to 
submit. 

YES! 
Submit to the IRB-SBS. 

NO! 
Does this protocol involve only qualitative or 
survey research or an educational initiative? 

NO! 
Are you affiliated with the School of Medicine 

or Nursing? 

NO! 
Does this protocol involve an exercise 

intervention or testing study? 

NO! 
Does this protocol involve physiological or 

clinical biomechanical measures? 

NO! 
Submit to the IRB-SBS. 

YES! 
Submit to the IRB-HSR. 

YES! 
Submit to the IRB-HSR. 

YES! 
Submit to the IRB-HSR. 

YES! 
Submit to the IRB-HSR. 

YES! 
Submit to the IRB-HSR. 

YES! 
Submit to the IRB-HSR. 

YES! 
Submit to the IRB-HSR. 

If you do not agree with the determination of 
this algorithm, please call the HSR/SBS 
Directors to consult. 
IRB-HSR tel.  434-924-9634 
IRB-SBS tel.  434-243-2915 


