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Conflict of Interest

What is Research

Risk Assessment

History of Biomedical Ethics

Informed consent

Privacy & Confidentiality



The term conflict of interest (COI)
refers to situations

in which financial/non-financial, 
individual/industrial considerations may 

affect a researcher’s objectivity in 
meeting duties or responsibilities.











https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Z2QqZitFZe-
54EdUX50tgoLeV6iy_ekN/view? usp=sharing

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Z2QqZitFZe-54EdUX50tgoLeV6iy_ekN/view?usp=sharing




https://drive.google.com/file/d/1AYd7J0rEd6
0jRyX2WjNOsBR5YicurXDa/view? usp=sharing

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1AYd7J0rEd60jRyX2WjNOsBR5YicurXDa/view?usp=sharing
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A human subject is a living individual about whom 
an investigator (you) conducting research:

1. obtains information/biospecimens through 
interaction/intervention and 

uses/studies/analyzes (or)
2. obtains/uses/studies/analyzes or generates 
indentifiable private information/biospecimens



https://www.youtube.com/watch? time_continue=1&v=mV0bUQpz468&
embeds_referring_euri=https%3A%2F%2Fhubblecontent.osi.office.ne
t%2F&source_ve_path=MzY4NDIsMjM4NTE

https://www.youtube.com/watch?time_continue=1&v=mV0bUQpz468&embeds_referring_euri=https://hubblecontent.osi.office.net/&source_ve_path=MzY4NDIsMjM4NTE




• Scholarly/ journalistic activities (oral 
history, journalism, biography, 
literary criticism, legal research, 
historical scholarship

• public health surveillance activities
• Some activities that involve 

interactions with humans and data 
gathering that are designed for 
quality improvement.

• Authorized intelligence, homeland 
security, defense/ national security 
missions

• Collection and Analysis of information, 
biospecimens, or records by or for a 
criminal justice agency for activities 
authorized by law/ court order/ 
criminal investigative purposes







• Information about someone’s behavior in a place where they 
would reasonably expect that no one is recording them.

• Information someone shares for a specific purpose that they 
reasonably expect will stay private and not be made public.



School records



• To generalize is to derive general conclusions from particulars.
• Research intended to contribute to a body of knowledge (such 

as, the function of culture, expression of gender, or political 
views of marginalized community members).

• Results of the research are easily replicable.
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Challenging task to identify and evaluate 
risks of harm associated with 

participation in research. Potential harms 
in social & behavioral science may be more 

ambiguous and less predictable such as 
individual reactions to certain events/ 

questions. 



Legal
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Unethical practices & contemporary abuses in 
research in the biomedical sciences:
• Experiments conducted by Nazi doctors & 

scientists on concentration camp 
prisoners during World War II

• Tuskegee study
led to the creation of codes of research ethics



Tuskegee Experiments Left 
Black Men to Die from Syphilis

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0dSGxeJkmm0&t=1s
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disclosing information
needed to make an 
informed decision

facilitating the 
understanding of what 
has been disclosed

promoting the 
voluntariness of the 
decision to participate



Any potential 
benefits



Adequate 
provision for 

monitoring the 
data collected



A process that begins with the recruitment 
and screening of participants which:
• Provides specific information 
• Answers questions to ensure 

understanding - giving time to consider 
• Obtains voluntary agreement of 

participation
• Documents the process 
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Although privacy and confidentiality are 
closely related, they are not identical.

It is not always the case that identifiable 
information provided by research subjects 
must be protected from disclosure. Some 
subjects want to be identified and quoted.
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• Certificates of Confidentiality are issued by the (NIH) and 
(HHS) to protect identifiable research information from 
compelled disclosure.

• Certificates of Confidentiality protect all copies of 
information, documents, and biospecimens, that are collected 
or used by the investigator during the research.

• Do not override the requirement to report child/elder abuse.








