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with law coupled with a resurgence of interest in his own psi 
capacity. 

Over the past two years, utilizing drug experiences and instruc
tion received through dreams as well as ordinary conscious explor
ation and practice, B.D. has developed an unusual amount of psi 
ability. He expresses it chiefly in social contexts, which are plainly 
rewarding. It is difficult to assess the relative importance of these 
various features in shaping his development, although he himself 
stresses the value of the dreams, which seem to lead him along at 
an ever-accelerating rate. 

B.D.'s principal medium of psi expression currently is "tricks"
performed with ordinary playing cards ( or occasionally with Tarot 
cards, 78 per deck). He also reports spontaneous experiences cov
ering most of the traditional categories. For example, he describes 
precognitive flashes and dreams, sometimes massive in detail; phys
ical effects such as moving objects and occasionally even altering 
them in some way (lighting candles, exploding a paper bag) ; en
counters with "ghosts"; and so on. 

Although we did not observe any of these more spectacular 
phenomena, we did collect a substantial number of examples of 
B.D.'s performances with cards, both before undertaking formal
tests in the lab and throughout the visit; he performs with cards
almost every day, both for practice and for relaxation and enter
tainment.

The specimens we have recorded, about 40 in all, are selected 
from a much larger mass of comparable material, generally for the 
reason that B.D. himself did not handle the cards, which naturally 
raises the evidential level. We will present just three examples: 

(1) C.C. (a friend of E.K., unknown to B.D.) shuffling the
cards. B.D. asks him to draw a card ( 4 of clubs). Then he instructs 
C.C. to return it to the deck and shuffle as long as he likes. B.D.
predicts that on the first cut the 3 of diamonds will appear as the
bottom card, and that after shuffling, the 3 of diamonds and 4 of
clubs will be adjacent. Correct ( after three shuffles).

(2) B.D. shuffling the cards. B.K. draws a card (6 of diamonds)
and returns it to the deck. B.D. gives her the deck to shuffle, and 
then calls 4 of spades, 9 of clubs, and B.K.'s card in order from the 
bottom. Correct. 
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insight into the internal basis of his ability were somewhat frus
trated by his truly astonishing capacity for generating and destroy
ing hypotheses about himself and his performances. Nevertheless, 
in his relatively short time in our laboratory, B.D. produced evidence 
for psi of an impressive grade and character, as we shall now de
scribe. 

We will somewhat arbitrarily classify these results under three 
headings, according to whether the task environment utilized cards, 
mechanical devices, or electronic devices. 

Cards 

B.D. generally resisted the idea of formal tests with playing
cards as a kind of prostitution of his art. However, after several 
weeks of cajoling, we persuaded him to do one series of ESP cards 
under fairly good conditions with B.K. The technique was similar 
to that of the "psychic shuffle" (J. B. Rhine, 1938, and Kantha
mani, 1972), in which a subject shuffles a deck of cards to match a 
prearranged target order. In the present case, B.K. first wrote down 
50 calls at a time out of sight of B.D. Then B.D. shuffled the deck 
as long as he liked and they were matched with the calls. In this 
manner he completed 20 standard runs in three sessions, and ob
tained in all 164 hits. This gives an average of 8.2 hits per run, 
whereas 5.00 is expected by chance. The associated CR is 7.16, 
p < 10-12. 

Mechanical Devices 

Sand Timer.-This is an electric timer driven by a rotating 
hourglass arrangement. The clock measures the time for the sand 
in the hourglass to fall below the level of a photoelectric beam. A 
trial consists of one complete revolution of the glass, with two 
subtrials. The direction of the timer is reversed between subtrials, 
yielding a signed departure from zero as the output of the trial. 
Under good conditions B.D. produced a score of 24 hits in 29 
trials for a CR of 3.5 and P = .0002. Unfortunately, this device 
( which was his favorite) broke down during testing and was un
available through most of the visit; these data should be regarded 
with skepticism pending subsequent confirmation. 

Dice M achine.-The dice machine is an oscillating seesaw ar-
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ance was being recorded automatically on paper tape. The two 
classes of performances were also almost disjoint temporally, with 
the taped performances coming near the end of his visit, as we 
tightened up conditions. 

Without tape, informally, at B.K.'s house with B.K. and E.K. 
observing, B.D. produced a CR of over 10 in about 900 recorded 
trials, which represented roughly three-fourths of his total pushes; 
the remainder were practice and relaxation trials, noted in advance. 
For this series P < < 10-10. Under good conditions at the Insti
tute, with Helmut Schmidt and J. B. Rhine observing, he produced 
a complete run of 508 trials with 180 hits, for a CR of 5.4, P

< 10-1• Informally, with E.K. present, he played the machine
by sound only (i.e., with the lights off both in the room and on 
the machine; misses produced a single click, hits a double click). 
When he tired we turned the lights on and found a score of 163 
hits out of 329 trials, his highest score, which yields a CR over 
10, p < < 10-10. 

Connecting the punch tape produced an immediate and drastic 
decline in B.D.'s scoring rate and caused him great irritation. We 
had several abortive attempts at recording, which he quickly aban
doned in rage and/or disgust. He insisted vehemently that the 
obstacle resided in the extra machinery, until circumstances con
spired to make it evident that the difficulty was internal to himself. 
Thereafter, he resolved to defeat the machine, and over a period of 
eight days after his first sustained effort on March 10, in which he 
punched at exactly 27% ( vs. his off-punch baseline of about 
33-1/3%), he progressively raised his scoring to almost his reg
ular rate. It is also important to note that he punched steadily at a
rate of about one push per second throughout this series. Table 1
gives the series, which, except for short practice runs and off-the
record games, is a complete record of his work between March 10
and March 18. (Although we do not have a complete record of the
unofficial performances, they appeared to be at about the same level,
or even slightly better, possibly reflecting the psychological ad
vantage of reduced pressure to perform.)

Critics often like to suggest that tightening conditions neces
sarily produces decline effects, because all supposed "effects" are 
merely slippage in the recording system. Here we have a clear case 
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Table 1 
FOUR-BUTTON SERIES ON TAPE 

Date Pushes Hits 

March 10 .......................... 1,100 297 
March 11, afternoon ................. 700 197 
March 11, evening .................. 1,077 308 
March 13 .......................... 500 138 
March 14 ........... , .............. 550 164 
March 15 .......................... 450 133 
March 18, afternoon ................. 500 151 
March 18, evening .................. 500 154 

Total. .......................... 5,377 1.542 

OR= 6.24, P < 10-9 (one-tailed). 

% Hits 

27.0 
28.1 
28.6 
27.6 
29.8 
29.5 
30.2 
30.8 
28.7 

of a decline produced by tightening conditions, but with an unusual 
twist. The obstacle was demonstrably psychological, and B.D., with 
his immense self-confidence and persistence, was able to work 
his way through it. In most cases we simply do not see this kind of 
recovery. 

Table 2 summarizes the basic test results, ordered in terms of 
PQ, a measure of per-trial efficiency (Schmidt, 1970), [PQ =

1000 (CR) 2 /NJ. Nate that per-trial psi efficiency is almost in
versely related to the number of trials, suggesting an inefficient al
location of testing effort. This is somewhat misleading, however, 
as the high-PQ devices tended to cost a great deal more in terms 
of psychological effort per trial on the parts of both B.D. himself 
and the experimenters. 

INCIDENTAL OBSERVATIONS 

In addition to the formal test results, this first encounter with 
B.D. produced a number of interesting and suggestive side observa
tions, which we hope to pursue experimentally during subsequent
visits. These fall into two broad categories.

B.D.'s Effects on Other Persons

It was noted by several observers that B.D. seems to have
striking psi-facilitation effects on persons in his neighborhood. The 
effects appear in several ways. For example, many of the card tests 
require other people to supply critical pieces of information, such 
as the name of a card or its distance from some other card. Re-
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stantly, and his inventiveness in constructing new approaches is 
almost unbounded. Nevertheless, this diversity seems to us a 
relatively superficial aspect of his ability and to mask an underlying 
coherence in what he does; its function appears principally motiva
tional, i.e., it keeps his interest alive. 

The reliance on imagery of various kinds is very nearly a 
common denominator for all dimensions of his ability. This is 
especially true for ESP tasks, with which he is most familiar, but 
it also seems to hold true for PK, with the difference that in the 
latter case he exerts more control over the flow of imagery. As 
mentioned earlier, B.D. is highly imagery-prone anyway; thus his 
psi capacity is neatly integrated with his overall cognitive orienta
tion. This suggests the following interesting hypothesis. 

If we take the term ESP seriously, we are assuming in effect 
that there is some sort of nonsensory input channel through which 
signals can enter the organism. Such signals presumably compete 
with other inputs for the cognitive resources of the organism. In 
general, the machinery of the sensory system tends to be relatively 
fixed, and the machinery of the "higher" cognitive subsystems 
relatively variable, over individuals. Therefore, it makes sense to 
suppose that individual differences in ESP ability may be tied to 
differences in the organization of these higher functions. In par
ticular, some kinds of organization may put ESP signals on a 
relatively favorable competitive footing. What B.D. may be show
ing us is that ESP signals readily assume a pseudo�visual form; i.e., 
that they easily mimic some stage in the processing of visual ( or 
other sensory) information and that individuals whose cognitive or
ganization is highly sensitive to such information may be relatively 
ESP-prone. This idea seems to make sense in terms of what we 
already know about conditions within individuals that favor psi. 
For example, recall the predominance of dreams and hypnagogic 
states in L. E. Rhine's ( 1953) survey of spontaneous cases; more 
generally, most favorable alterations of consciousness seem to 
emphasize more "primitive" sensory functions as against the highly 
schematized rational thinking of everyday waking life.1 What we 

1 It seems likely that such effects are at least partly to be understood in terms 
of a gross information-theory model of ESP. If we assume that ESP signals 
are very :weak relative to the ongoing activities of the system-Le., that the 
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would want the group to be at least fairly well matched on other 
relevant variables. 

( 3) Cognitive psychologists have amassed a considerable amount
of data on informational properties of the sensory systems, which 
opens a vast area for parapsychological research. The general ques
tion is this: To what extent do ESP signals act like the corre
sponding sensory signals ? Do the same kinds of confusions occur? 

Are there parallel ways of encoding stimuli to enhance perspicuity? 
Evidence so far obtained on variations of physical stimulus proper
ties suggests that psi may use mechanisms quite separate, at least 
in part, from the ordinary ones. (See Rao, 1966, Chapter 3.) A 
subject like B.D., with his relatively high and stable scoring rates, 
may make further exploration along these lines both feasible and 
fruitful. 

To return to our main theme, the most fundamental element in 
B.D.'s technique by his own account, is the process he calls "de
egoization," by which he means putting himself in a state of intense,
alert, passivity, waiting for the information to present itself, what
ever it may be relative to his own desires or expectations. This idea
produces echoes from a number of directions. There is a great

deal of overlap with other subjective accounts of deliberate psi

technique. (For a survey, see White, 1964.) It also connects with

the current wave of interest in alpha/theta states and meditation.

We are interested in exploring the physiology of hitting states;

B.D. himself, however, may not be a good subject for such studies,

partly because he is hyperactive physically, which makes recording

difficult, and partly because he seems to flick in and out of the re

ceptive state with the same high switching frequency that char

acterizes all his other activities.

It should be stressed that the foregoing remarks are all quite 
tentative and meant only to suggest some possible directions for 

further investigation. 

CONCLUSIONS 

To recapitulate, the salient features of this case are the follow

ing : a high level of performance on a variety of psi tasks ; and a 

strong consistency of performance over time, including a well-
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documented recovery from what looked like a severe decline on one 
of the tasks. 

The suggestion that naturally emerges is that the traditional 
elusiveness and instability of psi may not be inherent in psi itself, 
regarded as a process by which information gets into the organism, 
but rather in psychological/cognitive factors which govern the 
processing of that information. (See also J.B. Rhine, 1964). 

Furthermore, as we reorient ourselves to this broad problem of 
the internal psychological factors that control the expression of psi, 
it is worth reminding ourselves that the self-observation of an 
articulate and intelligent subject such as B.D. can play a useful, 
even vital, role in picking out possibly fruitful lines of research, even 
though not in itself constituting reliable evidence. 
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