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INTRODUCTION 

In an earlier report of a case of responsive xenoglossy (Stevenson, 
1974) I discussed and emphasized the potentially important 
contribution of such cases to the evidence of survival after death. I 
also pointed out that authentic cases of this type are exceedingly rare. 
Since 19�1 have been investigating a second case of responsive 
xenoglossy about which I have prepared and will shortly submit for 
publication a lengthy, detailed report. It has seemed appropriate, 
however, to offer readers of the Journal a summary of the essential 
features of this case. I have called it the Gretchen case after the name 
of the manifesting personality or communicator who spoke a foreign 
language, in this instance German. 

Since the experiments were still in progress when I began my 
investigation, and since I can speak German, I was able to speak it 
with the trance personality on four separate occasions. In addition, 
however, I enlisted the assistance of three native speakers of German 
who participated with me in sessions at which German was spoken. 

In referring to the trance personality or communicator of this case 
by the name she gave herself, Gretchen, I do so without commitment 
to any interpretation of her ontological status. It is desirable to keep 

1 It is a pleasure to acknowledge with thanks the wholehearted cooperation of the 
Rev. Carroll Jay and Mrs. Dolores Jay (the subject) in my investigation of this case. 
They have asked to be identified by their real names. In this report I shall usually refer 
to them by their initials. 

My thanks are due also to Dr. Doris Wilsdorf, Dr. Kurt Kehr, and Mrs. Elisabeth 
Holscher Day, all natives of Germany, who participated with me in three sessions at 
which German was spoken with the Gretchen personality. Mrs. Day, in addition, 
helped in the transcription and translation of tape recordings. 

Mr. Richard Arther of New York City conducted the polygraph examination of Mrs. 
Jay. I am grateful to him for this assistance. 

The Journal of the American Society for 
Psychical Research Vol. 70, January 1976 














