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In this newsletter, you will find: 
• MPH Class of 2024 
• Department Hellos  
• Spring Poster Day 
• MPH Spring Formal 
• Recent Graduate Spotlight 
• PHS News 
• Contact & Donation Information 

Please click HERE to participate in our Alumni 
Survey and enter for a chance to win a $15 

Starbucks gift card! 
 

We want to hear from YOU! 

https://virginia.az1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_eQy341xC7ZaROmO


 
  A Huge Congratulations 

MPH Class of 2024 

In August of 2023, the Master of Public Health Program welcomed 51 new students 
to the UVA School of Medicine (SOM). This May, 59 students graduated from the 
SOM Master of Public Health or Clinical Research program. With the Department 
of Public Health Sciences faculty, many students were able to join ceremonies 
held in Culbreth Hall on Sunday, May 19, 2024.  

The nationally accredited Master of Public Health has a 42-credit hour 
curriculum and offers and individualized and interdisciplinary experience. 
Students choose a concentration in Research in Practice or Healthy Policy, 
Law, & Ethics. Each student works closely with their faculty advisor to develop 
competencies in population health and clinical research, health policy analysis, 
and community engagement strategies.  

Keep reading to hear more about 
our graduating class and their 

accomplishments! 

UVA MPH graduates are employed in consulting firms; health departments and 
other local, state, and federal agencies; healthcare delivery systems; and 
nonprofit community agencies. Some students pursue further education in 
medicine, law, business, or doctoral training in public health.  

See more in the SOM Medicine in Motion News.  

https://news.med.virginia.edu/education/school-of-medicine-public-health-sciences-confers-59-degrees/?j=3153260&sfmc_sub=7186206&l=35_HTML&u=49860719&mid=100026982&jb=1004


 
 

 
  

Department Hellos 

Dr. Aaron Pannone 
Aaron Pannone, PhD, MS has been named the 
Director of the MPH Program. Dr. Pannone is an 
Associate Professor and has worked with the MPH 
Program since 2007. Previously, he directed the 
Research in Practice Concentration. Dr. Pannone 
looks forward to working with students, alumni, and 
community partners in this role. Ruth Bernheim, 
founding director of the MPH program, continues as 
a professor in Public Health Sciences teaching core 
courses and working on public health projects. 

Dr. M. Norman Oliver 

In the fall of 2023, Dr. M. Norman Oliver returned 
to the UVA SOM Department of Public Health 
Sciences to share his insights. As a professor, he 
teaches a course titled “PHS 7200: U.S. 
Healthcare: Policy, Organization, and 
Administration,” where his vast healthcare 
experience brings a unique perspective to the 
course’s content. Currently, he also acts as a 
Senior Advisor to the McChrystal Group.  

Prior to his new role in the SOM, Dr. Oliver served as the State Health 
Commissioner at the Virginia Department of Health. As the head of the VDH from 
2018-2022, he led the Commonwealth of Virginia’s COVID-19 pandemic 
response.  

See more in the SOM Medicine in Motion News.  

https://news.med.virginia.edu/education/m-norman-oliver-md-returns-to-department-of-public-health-sciences-to-teach-course/


 

 
 
  

Department Hellos 

Dr. Matthew Gurka 

Matthew Gurka, PhD, a national leader in child 
health research, has returned to UVA as the 
Chair of the Department of Public Health 
Sciences (PHS). Effective February 12, 2024, 
Dr. Gurka succeeded Dr. Ruth Bernheim, JD, 
MPH, who served as chair since 2010. 

Beginning an academic and professional career here in 2004, Dr. Gurka rose to 
the role of Associate Professor in the Division of Biostatistics and 
Epidemiology. During his original time at UVA, he discovered not only his love for 
teaching and child health, but also his appreciation for UVA’s culture.  
 
Dr. Gurka offers a wealth of experience to the PHS Department as both an 
educator and an academic leader. Prior to his return to UVA, he served as Vice 
Chair of Health Outcomes and Translational Research and Director of the 
Pediatrics Research Hub in the Department of Pediatrics at the University of 
Florida. Before that, he served as the Founding Chair of the Department of 
Biostatistics at West Virginia University’s School of Public Health. His unique 
experience across departments and institutions makes him the perfect 
candidate to advance UVA’s department.  

As the new PHS chair, Dr. Gurka is eager to head a passionate and dedicated 
department committed to the growth of research and clinical care. “I look 
forward to working with this vibrant faculty, staff, and student body to lead 
innovative research while teaching and mentoring the next generation of public 
health practitioners and researchers,” Gurka said.  

See more in the SOM Medicine in Motion News.  

https://news.med.virginia.edu/faculty/gurka-profile/


  

‘24 Poster Day Photo 

Spring Poster Day 
MPH Class of 2024 

On May 1st, the Master of Public Health 
program was excited to host the Public 
Health Sciences Spring Semester Poster 
Day. 32 graduating MPH students presented 
their work and recommendations to improve 
health outcomes and health equity.  

All MPH students complete a final project known as an Integrative Learning 
Experience (ILE) that demonstrates synthesis of MPH knowledge and skills 
developed over a 42-credit hour curriculum. Students select an ILE topic with an 
MPH program faculty advisor appropriate to their educational and professional 
goals, based on their program concentration. The students may choose one of a 
variety of methodologies such as economic analysis, policy analysis, 
geospatial/GIS analysis, program evaluation, health care quality assessment, 
qualitative analysis, health impact analysis, and quantitative analysis.  

See more in the SOM Medicine in Motion News.  

In the Research in Practice concentration, students develop the knowledge and 
skills public health professionals and clinicians use to conduct research and 
create and evaluate programs. Students can choose to focus on quantitative and 
qualitative methods. In the Health Policy, Law, & Ethics concentration, students 
explore the U.S. healthcare and public health systems by developing and 
analyzing health-related policies and laws. Students utilize numerous 
methodological approaches, including quantitative, qualitative, economic, 
evaluation, and ethical analysis.   
 
 

https://news.med.virginia.edu/education/department-of-public-health-sciences-master-of-public-health-students-present-final-projects/?j=3124311&sfmc_sub=7186206&l=35_HTML&u=49442254&mid=100026982&jb=4


 
 
 

 

  

Spring Poster Day 2024 
Follow PHS Social Media for More Student Posters! 

Daniel Zimmerman: An Analysis of the State 
of Vision Health in Southwest Virginia 



 
  Spring Poster Day 

MPH Class of 2024 

Abby Kline: Social Determinants of All-Drug 
Overdose Deaths in Virginia and Access to Care 



 
  Spring Poster Day 

MPH Class of 2024 

Charity Battle: Missing Resources for 
Doulas to Protect Families 



Spring Poster Day 
MPH Class of 2024 

Madelyn Delp: Medical-Dental Integration: A Look at 
Current and Future Practice to Improve Patient Oral and 

Overall Health 



 

 
 
 

 

MPH Adventures 
2023-2024 

On April 26th, MPH students were invited to a local restaurant, Fig, 
for our annual spring celebration. Students (and some faculty!) let 
loose, enjoyed catered food, and bonded all together one last time 
before graduation. See below for photos of the night and other 
semester adventures! 



 
 
 
  

Recent Graduate Spotlight 

Sety Abooali graduated from the 4+1 MPH program with a 
concentration in Research in Practice in May 2023. Her ILE project 
was a qualitative study on the experience of adults and children 
with autism in the Emergency Department, and how the 
healthcare system can be tailored to fit their unique needs. After 
graduating, she joined the Accenture Federal Services in July 
2023 as a Strategy and Consulting Analyst out of their Metro DC 
office.  We wish you all the best, Sety! 

Send us your information for a future feature! 

Sety Abooali, MPH 



 
  PHS News 

Hoos in STEM Graduation Episode Features PHS 
Graduate Student Grant GianGrasso 

See more in the SOM Medicine in Motion News.  

In a UVA podcast hosted by Ken Ono, PhD, 
and produced by students Reeya Verma and 
Catherine Cossaboom and titled Hoos in 
STEM, 2024 MPH graduate student Grant 
GianGrasso was interviewed as a “shining 
example of our amazing Class of 2024!”  
 
In the fall, GianGrasso was awarded the 
Rhodes Scholarship to study for a doctorate 
degree in clinical medicine at the University 
of Oxford. He is one of 32 Americans selected 
for the program and the 56th Rhodes Scholar 
at UVA.  
 
Graduating in May with an MPH, GianGrasso 
is a “Double Hoo” and completed his 
undergraduate degree at UVA, double 
majoring in human biology and French. During 
his studies, he investigated cryptosporidium, 
a diarrheal parasite with large impacts on 
children in low- and middle-income countries.  

https://news.med.virginia.edu/media-highlights/hoos-in-stem-graduation-episode-features-public-health-sciences-graduate-grant-giangrassio/


 
  PHS News 
Kelsie Kelly Smith, PhD, MPH, Attended AAMC Early 

Career Women Faculty Leadership Development Seminar 

See more in the SOM Medicine in Motion News.  

In February, five UVA School of Medicine faculty members were selected to 
participate in the 2024 AAMC Early Career Women Faculty Leadership 
Development Seminar: (from left) Monique Vaughan, MD, Ashley Garneau, 
MD, Chelsea Braun, PhD, Catherine Varney, DO, and PHS’s very own, 
Kelsie Kelly Smith, PhD, MPH. All those invited received the Leadership 
Development Travel Awards from the Committee on Women in Medicine 
and Science (COWIMIS) to support their seminar attendance.  
 
The yearly seminar provides women at the assistant professor level with 
foundational leadership knowledge and skills that allow them to thrive as 
successful leader in academic medicine and science. “It has positioned me 
well to prepare myself for the tenure and promotion process with 
confidence in negotiating and owning what I bring to the university, 
academic scholarship, and mentoring the next generation of public health 
professionals,” Dr. Kelly Smith shared.  

https://news.med.virginia.edu/faculty/aamc-early-career-women-faculty-leadership-development-seminar/


 
  Stay in Touch! 

Instagram: @uva_phs 
Facebook: UVA Department of Public Health Sciences 
LinkedIn: UVA Department of Public Health Sciences 

Hoping to see MPH news outside of this newsletter? Stay up to 
date with MPH happenings with our social media. Our social media 
accounts are listed below.  

Our social media accounts are provided in link form below.   

Instagram: @uva_phs 
Twitter/X: UVA Department of Public Health Sciences 
LinkedIn: UVA Department of Public Health Sciences 

https://www.instagram.com/uva_phs/
https://www.facebook.com/UVA.Public.Health.Sciences/about/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/uva-department-of-public-health-sciences


 
 Support UVA PHS 

Click here to donate.  

Your support of UVA School of Medicine’s Department of Public 
Health Sciences makes a difference for research and policy 
implementation. Please make a gift and choose the designation, 
Dept of Public Health Sciences (11827). Thank you! 
 
If you need assistance with your donation, please contact 
uvahealthgifts@virginia.edu or 434.924.8432.    

https://www.givecampus.com/campaigns/20649/donations/new
mailto:uvahealthgifts@virginia.edu

