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FACULTY NEWS 

• Huan Bao published a paper in Nat Comm on the utility of DeFrND in the preparation 
of native nanodiscs, led by Research Scientist Qian Ren, as first author. 

• Ahmad Jomaa published a cover story in EMBO J on the process of nascent chain 
lipidation, led by first author Sara Zdancewicz, a Biophysics graduate student. 

• Anne Kenworthy published a paper in J Cell Biol on the structural framework of 
caveolin, led by Research Assistant Professor Bing Han, as first author. 

TRAINEE ACHIEVEMENTS 

• Bond Sittipongpittaya (Biophysics program, Sheynkman lab) published a cover story on 
next-generation protein sequencing in the Journal of Proteome Research.  

• Helen Wang, a fellow in the Qi lab, received the K99/R00 grant from National Institute 
of Child Health and Human Development (NICHD) to study the role of SEL1L-HRD1 
ERAD in neurodevelopment. This marks her second major fellowship, following her 
Alzheimer’s Association Research Fellowship awarded in April to study ERAD in 
Alzheimer’s disease.  

• Wenxuan (Sharon) Zheng, a Physiology graduate student in the Ebrahim lab, received a 
two-year Predoctoral Fellowship from the Male Contraceptive Initiative (MCI).   

• Sara Zdancewicz (Jomaa lab) and Kristina Wilson (Redemann lab) were selected for 
Biophysics training grant. 

• Wojciech Dec (Minor lab) receiving the Martha Etter Award for Graduate 
Students from the American Crystallographic Association. 

• Xavier Horton (Redemann lab) won a travel grant (and a talk) to a conference on 
Mitosis in Barcelona. 

DEPARTMENT NEWS & UPCOMING EVENTS  

• We’re excited to share our 1st Department video:  
https://youtu.be/XLq4iD2Y9Ok?si=p0mBe3-4XS_tELWk 

• Department retreat will take place on Oct 14-15, 2025. Please register and submit 
abstract here. Nominations for the Tamm Postdoctoral Research Award are due on 
Friday, 9/5/25. Nominations for the Wladek Minor Graduate Award are due on 
Tuesday, 9/23/25. Each award includes a $500-1,000 cash prize.  

• Please sign up for the monthly Work In Progress Sessions and CMCP Research In 
Progress Sessions, both now held on Mondays at lunchtime.  

• The department is streamlining packing slips submission through Workday, starting 
Sept 1st. For assistance, please contact Danielle Knight.  

https://www.nature.com/articles/s41467-025-63275-8
https://www.embopress.org/doi/full/10.1038/s44318-025-00548-4
https://rupress.org/jcb/article/224/9/e202411175/278183/Evolutionarily-diverse-caveolins-share-a-common?searchresult=1
https://pubs.acs.org/toc/jprobs/24/8
https://youtu.be/XLq4iD2Y9Ok?si=p0mBe3-4XS_tELWk
https://virginia.az1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_0O1V7e2W6Et36dg
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/70A0E4BAEAD2DA0FB6-57800452-20252026#/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/70A0E4BAEAD2DA0FB6-57907381-cmcp#/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/70A0E4BAEAD2DA0FB6-57907381-cmcp#/


 

 

Please make sure all grant submissions are coordinated with the grants office 1-2 months ahead of time.   

Send updates, milestones, or announcements to the chair (xvr2hm@virginia.edu) for inclusion in future issues of 
the Chair’s Journal. Let’s keep sharing and celebrating the great work happening here at MPBP @UVA!  


