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FACULTY NEWS 

• 1RM1GM164136-01 (Pending), Defining the Paralipidome: A New Frontier in 
Membrane Biology, received an outstanding overall score of 18 (range: 10-90)! This 
multi-PI program is led by Anne Kenworthy (contact PI), with Huan Bao, Volker 
Kiessling, Ilya Levental, Kandice Levental, and Lukas Tamm as MPI. This large, highly 
collaborative project aims to define how local lipid nano-environments regulate 
membrane protein function and cellular physiology. We are keeping our fingers crossed 
for a successful funding outcome for the team! 

• Gloria Sheynkman published her review on Proteoform Medicine in Nature Reviews 
Genetics. 

• Dr. Liangguang (Leo) Lin, Research Assistant Professor in the Jomaa and Qi 
laboratories published a study in Nature Communications reporting the cryo-EM 
structure of the OS9-SEL1L-HRD1 core ERAD complex. This work exemplifies the power 
of integrating physiology and biophysics to reveal fundamental mechanisms of cellular 
regulation. 

• Seham Ebrahim’s NIGMS R35 grant on mechanical forces in intestinal surface was 
selected on the 2025 UVA SOM Top 10 research news. 

TRAINEE NEWS 

• Jennifer Korchak (Biophysics PhD program, Sheynkman lab) published her first-
authored review on Proteoform Medicine in Nature Reviews Genetics. 

• Helen Wang’s K99 award was selected for 2025 Top Medicine in Motion Stories. 
 

DEPARTMENT ADMINSTRATION UPDATE 

• Pam Acker will be retiring later this year after many years of dedicated service to MPBP. 
To support a smooth transition, Jon Stafford (currently an administrator at MIC), will join 
us as department administrator on February 2, 2026, with 25% effort in our department. 
Effective February 2, 2026, all administrative questions and reports should be 
directed to Jon. A separate email will be sent soon to formally introduce Jon to the 
department. 

CHAIR’S THOUGHTS ON THE EVENTS IN MINNESOTA  

• Like many of you, I have been deeply troubled and saddened by the recent events in 
Minnesota. What has unfolded there is profoundly distressing. As a department enriched 
by immigrants and international scholars, we take pride not only in scientific excellence 
but also in caring for one another as colleagues, friends, and neighbors. In moments like 
this, empathy, respect, and mutual support matter more than ever. As we begin a new 
year, I remain hopeful. Even in challenging and dark times, the strength of our 



 

 

community gives me confidence in what we can accomplish together through 
compassion, integrity, and shared purpose. 

Please make sure all grant submissions are coordinated with the grants office 1-2 months ahead of time.   

The Fly America Act is a federal regulation that requires travelers to book on a U.S. flag carrier for travel that 
is reimbursed from federal grants/funds regardless of ticket cost or convenience. *All exceptions must be 
documented on the Fly America Act Exceptions Form. Attach the form to the expense report with relevant 
receipts for the Grant Manager to review. 

Please send any suggestions or feedback, as well as updates, milestones, or announcements, to me 
(xvr2hm@virginia.edu) for inclusion in future issues of the Chair’s Journal and our annual News Magazine. 
Let’s keep sharing and celebrating the outstanding work happening across MPBP @UVA! 

 


