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FACULTY NEWS 

• Ahmad Jomaa has received two federal grants: a five-year NIH MIRA R35 grant to 
study protein sorting and localization to organelles, and a three-year NSF grant to 
study ribosome tethering to mitochondria in dormant yeast cells.  

• Seham Ebrahim has received her five-year NIH NICHD R01 grant to study membrane 
protein-mediated signaling as a driver of spermiogenesis. 

• Ilya Levental has successfully renewed his five-year NIH MIRA R35 grant to investigate 
the functional organization of mammalian membranes. 

• Huan Bao has received a two-year Commonwealth Health Research Board grant to 
develop Primedisc to characterize tau pathology in Alzheimer’s disease.  

• Ming-Feng Tsai’s Nature Cell Biol paper on TMEM65 as mitochondrial Na/Ca 
exchanger is now online. 

• Seham Ebrahim’s research on the hemifusome continues to receive national media 
attention. 

• Zygmunt Derewenda elected an American Crystallographic Association Fellow. 

TRAINEE ACHIEVEMENTS 

• Carolyn Shurer (Levental lab) started her own independent lab as Assistant Professor 
in the Department of Chemical and Biomolecular Engineering at the University of 
Tennessee Knoxville.  

• Bond Sittipongpittaya (Biophysics program, Sheynkman lab) published a paper on 
next-generation protein sequencing in the Journal of Proteome Research as a cover 
story.  

• Alex Eichert, a Physiology graduate student in the Wolf lab, won the Early Career 
Poster Competition at the AHA Basic Cardiovascular Sciences Scientific Sessions for 
his abstract “Growth Differentiation Factor 11 Regulates Cardiomyocyte Cycling After 
Myocardial Infarction”.  

UPCOMING EVENTS & DEADLINES 

• Department retreat will take place on Oct 14-15, 2025. Nominations for the Tamm 
Postdoctoral Research Award are due on Friday, 8/22/25. Nominations for the Minor 
Graduate Award are due on Tuesday, 9/23/25. Each award includes a $500 cash prize.  

• PHYS/BIOPHYS graduate programs joint poster session will be held on Thursday, 
8/21/25, from 4-6 pm at Pinn Hall 2ABC. It will take place alongside our 2nd ice cream 
social, hosted by the MPBP Postdoc Association. 

• DP1 Director’s Pioneer Award deadline – 9/9/25 
(https://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/rfa-files/RFA-RM-25-001.html). 



 

 

• AHA Predoctoral and Postdoctoral Grant Deadline – 9/3 or 9/4/25 
(https://professional.heart.org/en/research-programs/aha-funding-opportunities).  

Please make sure all grant submissions are coordinated with the grants office 1-2 months ahead of time.  
Send updates, milestones, or announcements to the chair (xvr2hm@virginia.edu) for inclusion in future issues of 
the Chair’s Journal. Let’s keep sharing and celebrating the great work happening here at MPBP @UVA!  


