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DEPARTMENT OF MOLECULAR PHYSIOLOGY AND BIOLOGICAL PHYSICS, UVA SCHOOL OF MEDICINE  

FACULTY NEWS 

• Department grant funding for FY25 totals $22.5M (up by $2.5M over FY24), and NIH 
grant funding stands at $19.0M (up by $1.8M over FY24). These are remarkable 
achievements given the current funding landscape. Congratulations to all!  

• Swapnil Sonksuare has been promoted to full Professor on 7/1/2025. 
• Hong-Yin Wang has been promoted to Research Assistant Professor on 6/15/2025. 
• Urszula Derewenda is retiring from UVA on 7/1/25 after 29 years of service. 
• Swapnil Sonksuare has been named a 2025 Pinn Scholar by UVA SOM. 
• Gary Owens will deliver the Robert M. Berne Distinguished Lecture at UVA CVRC on 

10/30/25. 
• Jochen Zimmer, Ilya Levental and Linda Columbus have been awarded a 5-year 

NIGMS Molecular Biophysics Training grant – a major accomplishment!  
• Ming-Feng Tsai has had two manuscripts on new mitochondrial transporters accepted 

in Nature (Chen-Wei Tsai et al.) and Nature Cell Biol (Evelyn Chang et al.) 

TRAINEE ACHIEVEMENTS 

• Wojciech Dec (Minor lab) received a fellowship from the Lesiak Foundation. 
• Helen Wang (Qi lab) published a review on mammalian ERAD in Nature Cell Biol. 

COMMUNITY BUILDING AND OUTREACH 

• The ice cream social on 6/20/25 was indeed a sweet success, brought to you by our 
Postdoc Association! Stay tuned for another one coming in August in Pinn Hall! 

• Stefanie Redemann successfully organized the second Starr Hill Summer Program, 
with enthusiastic participation from multiple labs – including Redemann, Levental, Ai, 
Zimmer, Bao, and Ebrahim – in delivering hands-on science activities to local 7th graders. 

UPCOMING EVENTS & DEADLINES 

• DP1 Director’s Pioneer Award deadline (https://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/rfa-
files/RFA-RM-25-001.html) – 9/9/25. 

• ADA Postdoctoral Grant Deadline (https://professional.diabetes.org/research-
grants/current-funding-opportunities) – 7/23/25. 



 

 

• AHA Predoctoral and Postdoctoral Grant Deadline 
(https://professional.heart.org/en/research-programs/aha-funding-opportunities) – 9/3 
or 9/4/25.  

Please make sure all submissions are coordinated with the grants office 1-2 months ahead of 
time. 

Feel free to send updates, milestones, or announcements to the chair (xvr2hm@virginia.edu) for inclusion in future 
issues of the Chair’s Journal. Let’s keep sharing and celebrating the great work happening here at MPBP @UVA!
  


