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Faculty News 

We are proud to celebrate the outstanding scholarship of our faculty this month: 

• Gloria Sheynkman awarded 2025 Dean’s Excellence in Research award in the Junior 
faculty category. 

• Huan Bao received 5-year NIGM R35 grant to study nanodiscs in membrane biology. 
• Muge Kuyumcu-Martinez received a NHLBI R01 grant as co-I to study post-transcription 

regulatory networks in COPD. 
• Stefanie Redemann received Transformative Neuroscience Pilot grant from the Brain 

Institute (together with Xiaowei Lu in Cell Bio and Ariel Pain in Biology). 
• Ilya Levental and Anne Kenworthy co-authored a high-impact publication in PNAS (2025). 
• Seham Ebrahim reported a new organelle called “hemifusomes” in Nature Communications 

(2025). 
• Lukas Tamm and his collaborators published findings in synaptic vesicle fusion in Science 

Advances (2025). 
• Lu Gan published important new research in EMBO Journal and Journal of Cell Science 

(2025). 
• Ilya and Kandice Levental published major studies in both CELL and PNAS (2025). 

Trainee Achievements 

Our trainees continue to excel across all fronts: 

• Luis Real-Hernandez (Levental lab) successfully defended his Ph.D. in Biophysics in April 
2025—congratulations, Dr. Real-Hernandez! 

• Riley Loyd (Bao lab) and Owen Albanese (Levental lab) were awarded the Cell and 
Molecular Biology (CMB) training grant. 

• Rachel DeLancey (Kuyumcu-Martinez lab) has been reappointed to the Cardiovascular 
Research Center (CVRC) training grant for 2025–2026. 

Upcoming Events & Deadlines 

• June 20, 2025 (Friday), 4:00–5:00 PM: Departmental Ice Cream Social (hosted by the 
department postdoc-association) at Snyder – Join us to cool off and connect! 

• AHA Predoctoral and Postdoctoral Grant Deadline – Early September. Please make sure 
all submissions are coordinated with the grants office ahead of time. 

Feel free to send updates, milestones, or announcements for inclusion in future issues of the Chair’s Journal. Let’s keep 
sharing and celebrating the great work happening here!  
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