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FACULTY NEWS 

• Drs. Huiwang Ai and Ilya Levental have been elected Harrison Distinguished Teaching 
Professors of Molecular Physiology and Biological Physics, effective May 25, 2026, for 
a five-year term.  

• Dr. Andreas Gahlmann was awarded a five-year Maximizing Investigators’ Research 
Award (MIRA) from the National Institute of General Medical Sciences (NIGMS). 

• Two exciting papers from the Jomaa lab have been published: The NAC 
switch/mitochondrial sorting study in Nat Commun; The AMD1 ribosome stalling study 
in Sci Adv. Emir Maldosevic is the first author on both papers, an outstanding 
achievement. 

• Three exciting papers from the Qi lab have been published: A 
synergism between ERAD and autophagy in the regulation of 
mitochondrial dynamics in brown adipocytes in PNAS (first 
author Dr. Xinxin Chen); functional rescue of a disease-linked 
ERAD pathway mutation via alternative splicing in EMBO J 
(first author Dr. Helen Wang); and a central role of SEL1L-
HRD1 ERAD in neurometabolic function in J Clin Invest (first 
author Dr. Mauricio Torres, Cover).  

TRAINEE NEWS 

• Luke Dunaway, a postdoctoral fellow in the Isakson lab, has been appointed Assistant 
Professor in the Department of Physiology at Tulane University, starting July 1, 2026. 
His success reflects both his outstanding scientific and leadership contributions and the 
Isakson Lab’s continued excellence in mentoring future faculty. 

• Emir Maldosevic (Jomaa lab) received Biophysics Outstanding Graduate Student 
Award and Michael J. Peach Outstanding Graduate Student Award. 

• Rachel DeLancey (Kuyumcu-Martinez lab) received Physiology Outstanding Graduate 
Student Award. 

• Bena Chan (Levental lab) received Pharmacology Outstanding Graduate Student 
Award. 

• Xinxin Chen (fellow, Qi lab) reported in PNAS a synergism between ERAD and 
autophagy in the regulation of mitochondrial dynamics in brown adipocytes. 

• Helen Wang (fellow, Qi lab) reported in EMBO J functional rescue of a disease-linked 
ERAD pathway mutation via alternative splicing. 

• Skylar Loeb (Isakson lab) won best student poster at the GRC meeting in Italy. 
• David Jurkowitz (Biophysics) joins Gan lab; Matthew Peart (Biophysics) joins Tsai lab.  
• Mani Kuppusamy (Sonkusare lab) received a three-year, $231,000 Career Development 

Award from the American Heart Association. 



 

 

• Katrina Sameth, an undergraduate researcher in the Tamm lab, has been awarded a 
highly competitive NSF Graduate Research Fellowship to support her doctoral studies 
in the Molecular Biology program at UCLA. She will present her work on Serinc5-
mediated inhibition of HIV entry at the American Society for Virology meeting this July. 

 
Please make sure all grant submissions are coordinated with the grants office 1-2 months ahead of time.   

The Fly America Act is a federal regulation that requires travelers to book on a U.S. flag carrier for travel that 
is reimbursed from federal grants/funds regardless of ticket cost or convenience. *All exceptions must be 
documented on the Fly America Act Exceptions Form. Attach the form to the expense report with relevant 
receipts for the Grant Manager to review. 

Please send any suggestions or feedback, as well as updates, milestones, or announcements, to me 
(xvr2hm@virginia.edu) for inclusion in future issues of the Chair’s Journal and our annual News Magazine. 
Let’s keep sharing and celebrating the outstanding work happening across MPBP @UVA! 

 


