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FACULTY NEWS 

• Jarred Whitlock established a collaborative partnership with Magnas Therapeutics, Inc 
to study osteoclast maturation and differentiation in the context of rare pediatric skeletal 
disease of fibrous dysplasis. 

• Gloria Sheynkman recently co-founded Neosplice Therapeutics, a company dedicated 
to discovering splice-specific drug targets across a spectrum of disease, such as 
cancer and autoimmune disease. The company has secured initial investment, is shortly 
establishing its first laboratory space, and entering into partnerships with pharmaceutical 
companies. 

• Liangguang (Leo) Lin in the Qi laboratory is promoted to Research Assistant 
Professor. 

TRAINEE ACHIEVEMENTS 

• Gwen Wagner (PHYS program, Whitlock lab) was selected for CMB training grant.  

BABY NEWS 

• Welcome, Reem Laal Shams-Farid! Born Saturday, 9/13/25, to Drs. Sohel 
Shamsuzzaman (Research Assistant Professor in the Owens laboratory) and Irtefa 
Binte-Farid. “Reem” literally means gazelle and derives from a root meaning wild/free. 
She arrived with a full head of hair (like her big sister) and shares her middle name with 
her great-grandmother. Reem is already deeply loved by her parents, big sister Reyya, 
and dog sister Maiya. 

• I am excited to share that my family will be welcoming a new addition, Ethan Qi, 
expected to arrive on Oct 21, 2025. I will be taking a 2-week paternity leave (10/21/25-
11/4/25). During my absence, our vice Chair for Research Dr. Ann Kenworthy, will serve 
as Acting Chair. I am deeply grateful for your support and understanding, and for Anne’s 
willingness to step in and help.  

SPOTLIGHT ON OUR PEOPLE 

• This month, we are pleased to introduce Ann Adams, one of our longest-serving staff in 
the department. Ann has been a cornerstone of the Physiology department since 1992, 
dedicating the majority of her career (27 years) to supporting research at MPBP. In 2004, 
she and Howard Phipps played a pivotal role in shifting the grant submission workload 
from principal investigators to administrative staff – a change that transformed 
departmental operations. Known affectionately as a “grant nerd,” Ann has navigated 
countless policy shifts with expertise and grace. A lifelong resident of Nelson County, she 
shares her home with her husband, Dennis, and a rotating cast of neighborhood pets – 
though she’ll be the first to tell you the goat is not her favorite. She and Dennis have 
four adult children, a daughter-in-law, and six grandchildren. 



 

 

DEPARTMENT NEWS & UPCOMING EVENTS  

• We’re excited to share our 1st Department video:  
https://youtu.be/XLq4iD2Y9Ok?si=p0mBe3-4XS_tELWk 

• Department retreat will take place at Boar’s Head Resort on Oct 14, 2025. Please register 
and submit abstract here. Winners for the Tamm Postdoctoral Research Award and the 
Wladek Minor Graduate Award will be announced.  

Please make sure all grant submissions are coordinated with the grants office 1-2 months ahead of time.   

Please send any suggestions or feedback, as well as updates, milestones, or announcements, to me 
(xvr2hm@virginia.edu) for inclusion in future issues of the Chair’s Journal and our annual News Magazine. 
Let’s keep sharing and celebrating the outstanding work happening across MPBP @UVA! 


